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All Australian tribes without exception have remain hunters
and gathers without evolving toward an agricultural civilization.
Undeniably they were isolated from the rest of the world for
thousands of years, but their totemistic beleifs were also
largely responsible for their lack of evolution. According to
these beliefs the responsibility for growth and increase in nature

_is entirely dependant on invisible spiritual forces ; if follows that

man’s intervention in natural processes by cultivating the soil is
not merely superflous but is even a transgression against the
universal order established by his ancestors and by mythical
creators. 8
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Canoes are made mostly of the bark of a large tree, a suitable
piece being detached whole and in a form needing little manipulation,
They often have out riggers and floats of light wood attache ‘The
Red Brown and Black Men of American and Australia London P—207
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The mythical religious traditions of all Australian tribes,
both past and present, revolve around supernatural figures, prevail-
ingly in the form of men or wild animals, that in the most remote
organized the world it still today.a
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Some of the sprits, however such as Chandi, the Goddess
of hunting and war remarkable for shape shifting which is indeed
a characteristic of the spirits and deities of the Oraon pantheon.
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